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Pop	Quiz!		

1.  Are	you	registered	to	vote?	
2.  Who	is	your	congressperson?	What	district	

do	you	vote	in?	

3.  Who	are	your	senators?	

4.  Who	represents	you	at	the	state	level?	On	
your	town	council?	



Poli,cal	ac,on	for	ci,zens	

•  Know	who	your	reps	are	and	contact	them	on	
a	regular	basis.	Every	day,	every	week.	

•  hEps://whoaremyrepresenta,ves.org/	







Contac,ng	elected	officials	

•  YOUR	OPINION	MATTERS!	You	have	a	voice.	

•  You	can	visit	the	office	too!!	

•  Call	about	1	issue	at	a	,me.	

•  Make	a	request,	ask	for	an	ac,on.	

•  Calls	are	tallied	and	provided	to	the	Member	

•  Local	and	state	offices	get	hardly	any	calls!	

•  Call	even	if	your	representa,ve	agrees	with	you!	
•  How	to	know	what	request	to	make?	



What	to	ask	about	

•  You	don’t	have	to	have	an	answer.	
•  Organiza,ons	like:	hEps://5calls.org/	
•  Or	hEps://www.ourstates.org/	
•  Provide	scripts	based	on	issue	
•  But	think	of	your	own	issues!	What	do	you	care	
about	and	want	to	see	made	beEer?	

•  AIP	has	a	weekly	newsleEer	called	FYI,	about	
science	policy,	which	is	very	informa,ve.	

•  You	can	also	provide	comments	to	departments	
and	agencies	during	their	public	comment	period	



Being	a	scien,st	in	the	world	

•  You	have	a	responsibility	to	speak	out-	either	through	
outreach	events,	wri,ng	ar,cles/leEers	to	the	editor,	
interac,ng	with	regular	people.	

•  The	rise	of	“fake	news”,	denial-ism	of	various	kinds,	a	
retreat	from	fact	driven	policy,	is	a	crisis	that	scien,sts	
can	fight	against.		

•  Know	the	rhetorical	devices	used	to	derail	a	
conversa,on:	The	Gish	Gallop,	gasligh,ng,	
whatabou,sm,	and	others	

•  As	with	many	things,	Carl	Sagan	wrote	about	this	in	
“The	Demon	Haunted	World”,	in	a	chapter	called	“The	
Fine	Art	of	Baloney	Detec,on”	



Tell	a	story	



Public	Narra,ve	

•  Developed	by	Marshall	Ganz-	organizer	for	
United	Farm	Workers,	now	at	Harvard.	

•  Appeals	to	ac,on	via	emo,on,	not	necessarily	
facts.	

•  Summarized	as:	Story	of	self,	story	of	us,	story	
of	now.	



Public	Narra,ve:	Crea,ng	a	story	of	self	

•  What	is	the	change	you	want	to	make	in	the	
world:	your	story	of	now?	

•  Why	are	you	called	to	make	that	change:	What	
specific	experiences	have	shaped	your	story	of	
self?	

•  What	personal	story	can	you	tell	that	will	help	
others	understand	why	you	want	to	make	that	
change?	Structure	it	with	Challenge,	Choice,	
Outcome.	



Public	Narra,ve:	Expand	to	story	of	us	

•  “I	stand	here	knowing	that	my	story	is	part	of	
the	larger	American	story.”	–Barack	Obama,	
2004	DNC	speech	

•  “If	I	am	not	for	myself,	who	will	be	for	me?	If	I	
am	for	myself	alone,	what	am	I?	If	not	now,	
when?”	–Rabbi	Hillel,	quoted	by	Marshall	
Ganz	



Public	Narra,ve:	Story	of	now	



Stand	on	the	shoulders	of	giants		

•  There	are	many	successful	movements	you	
can	learn	from-	study	what	others	have	done	
and	use	their	lessons	to	crah	your	own	
message.	

•  Join	up	with	groups	that	already	exist	or	are	
newly	formed.	

•  Take	up	space	in	the	world-	be	as	loud	as	the	
people	who	would	oppose	you.		



No	one	wants	to	be	against	Science	

•  Pick	a	topic	you	care	about	and	focus	on	it	
•  Sign	up	for	AAS	congressional	visit	days	and	other	
congressional	visit	opportuni,es	

•  Invite	staffers	to	visit	your	campus	and	labs,	
develop	professional	rela,onships	with	them	if	
possible.	

•  Contact	your	office	of	Government	Rela,ons	and	
see	how	you	can	work	with	them	for	beEer	
results	

•  Personal	stories	are	more	persuasive	than	facts	
alone!	



Run	for	office!	

•  Every	person	in	this	room	should	consider	
running	for	public	office.		

•  There	are	a	bunch	of	groups	that	exist	to	help	
you!	


